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Пут Крста - Вести Цркве Свете Тројице 
The Way of the Cross 

Holy Trinity News 

A Greek note:           

The English word “erotic” is derived from the Greek word ἔρως/ eros, defined 

by the Arndt-Gingrich lexicon as “passionate love”.  In Proverbs 7:18 LXX it is 

used for the adulteress’ forbidden “embrace in eros”; in Proverbs 30:16 LXX the 

“eros of a woman” is listed along with the hungry Hades/ Sheol as something 

which is never satisfied.  In a rather less sensual way St. Ignatius wrote that he 

was “loving death” [ἐρῶν τοῦ ἀποθανεῖν/ eron tou apothanein], and that his 

“love” [Greek ἔρως] had “been crucified”.  That is, he now longed to die as a 

martyr and to be with Christ (from his letter to the Romans, chapter 7).  Arndt 

and Gingrich pretty much had it nailed:  ἔρως was a passionate love, a strong 

longing. 

In our debased and overly-sexualized society, “erotic” always means sensual 

and sexual, so that “erotic love” is something “rated for those 18 and 

over”.  No responsible parent would allow their young children to read “erotic 

literature” or to view “erotic images”.  Indeed, the line between “erotic” and 

“pornographic” is often thinly drawn, and sometimes the former is just a po-

lite word for the latter. 

I suggest that Christians, who have embraced a counter-culture by becoming 

Christians, need to offer to the world an alternative eros.  Submitted for your 

approval (as Rod Serling might say), and as an aid to creating such an alterna-

tive, I here offer a different kind of erotic image. (continued on page 2) 

An  
Alternative 
Eros 
  

Fr. Lawrence Farley 
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Continued from page 1 

In our culture, eros is rooted in a certain standard of external youth and beauty.  An erotic image contains a 

young and beautiful person, usually in a suitably sexual pose.  Our culture values such eros for the fleeting physi-

cal experience it can provide, as it values such relationships for the amount of such physical experiences they can 

provide.  When the relationship can no longer provide such experiences—either because the other person is no 

longer young and beautiful or because the element of mystery in the relationship has diminished—the relation-

ship is often no longer valued as it was before.  The persons involved then call it quits and go on to pursue other 

relationships.  This accounts for much of what is called “serial monogamy” in society and for soaring divorce 

rates. 

In our world characterized by death and decay the presence of youth and external beauty considered essential 

for eros is sure to diminish.  Bluntly put, everyone becomes old, wrinkled, infirm, and no longer externally beauti-

ful.  Everyone dies.  Long before that, the tantalizing and intoxicating element of mystery that gave eros much of 

its power inevitably fades—and fades quickly.  (We note in passing that the temptress that Proverbs warns about 

is called the “strange woman”—i.e. someone foreign, exotic, exuding mystery, someone temptingly different 

from the honest girl next door. See Proverbs 5:3 KJV.) 

Even our popular culture occasionally recognizes this.  In his song Make Love Stay, the late Dan Fogelberg wrote, 

“Now that we love, now that the lonely nights are over, how do we make love stay? Now that we know the fire 

can burn bright or merely smolder, how do we keep it from dying away?  Moments fleet taste sweet within the 

rapture when precious flesh is greedily consumed.  But mystery’s a thing not easily captured, and once deceased 

not easily exhumed. Now that we love, look at the moonless night and tell me:  How do we make love stay?” 

Indeed:  mystery is not easily exhumed after it dies, and the wonderfully strange woman quickly becomes a very 

known and perhaps less wonderful.  If eros is rooted in youth, external beauty, and mystery, what hope is 

there?  How do we make eros stay? 

The couple in the erotic inset image knew how.  True and lasting eros is not in fact rooted in youth, external 

beauty, or mystery.  It is rooted in commitment.  That was the point of the old western wedding vows, now al-

most universally discarded for lesser poetic schlock when people “write their own wedding vows”.  The older for-

mula had the couple promise that they would have and hold their partner from that day forward, for better or for 

worse, for richer or for poorer, in sickness and in health, until death part them from one another.  They might 

grow poorer, they would probably grow sicker.  They would certainly not retain their youth, their external beau-

ty, or their mystery.  But their mutual commitment was the soil in which eros could stay and grow. 

The thought is hardly new.  The late Fr. Alexander Schmemann wrote about it in his For the Life of the World:  “Once, in 

the light and warmth of an autumn afternoon, this writer saw on the bench of a public square, in a poor Parisian sub-

urb, an old and poor couple.  They were sitting hand in hand, in silence enjoying the pale light, the last warmth of the 

season.  In silence:  all words had been said, all passion exhausted, all storms at peace.   

            Continued on page 3 
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https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DmQXWK-opCWw&data=05%7C01%7Ckris.chkautovich%40wustl.edu%7C0376e5cdd3114548299d08da57e4b24c%7C4ccca3b571cd4e6d974b4d9beb96c6d6%7C0%7C0%7C637918937136586972%7CUnknown
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SERB FEST                  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

    AUGUST 6T H  & 7T H  

Our parish, as always, needs volunteers. 

Like last year, parishioners are requested to volun-

teer for Serb Fest 2022 by signing up directly 

online. Many slots are available on both days cov-

ering two shifts per day. 

Volunteers are needed not only on both days of Serb Fest, but also on the days leading up to the event be-

cause much advanced food preparation is required. 

To volunteer, click on the following:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c44afab29a1f8c70-serb1.  
Follow the instructions on the web page. After you complete your sign-up, you will receive an e-mail confirma-
tion. 
COOKIES: Milka Marincic has volunteered to be in charge of cookies.  We need ladies to make whatever cook-

ies they want (preferably Serbian) and bring them to the hall no later than Thursday, August 4th.   

Please contact her at 314-960-8856 if you are willing to bake and also help in boxing cookies on Friday,       

August 5th. 

APPLE STRUDEL: Elaine Stager has volunteered to be in charge of making apple strudel.  We are currently 

looking at July 9 or July 11.  Several ladies have graciously volunteered to help. Date and time is being decid-

ed.  Please call Elaine at 314-223-3654. Text will be sent to ladies who have volunteered. 

The Serb Fest committee looks forward to your participation in Serb Fest 2022! 

Dave Lekich     Nick Dopuch 

Serb Fest Co-chairperson   Stewardship Chairperson 

 

 

The whole life was behind—yet all of it was now present, in this silence, in this light, in this warmth, in this silent unity 

of hands.  Present—and ready for eternity, ripe for joy.   

This to me remained the vision of marriage, of its heavenly beauty.” 

Yes.  This is the true eros, an alternative to the fading and false eros reigning unquestioned in our land. Christians must 

cast away the false eros, and embrace the true one.  And they should submit for the world’s approval this alterna-

tive.  The false eros has betrayed us all.  It is time to look elsewhere for something that actually works. 

(continued from page 2) 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c44afab29a1f8c70-serb1
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Молитва Оче Наш - oд пропасти до спасења 

Требало би да се молимо за оне који су нас повредили, јер само жртва има право да истински опрости. Зато, када 

искрено узвикнемо, онако како је Христос узвикнуо на Крсту: „Оче! Опрости им јер не знају шта чине“, можемо и ми 

са радошћу да говоримо: „да се свети име Твоје, да буде воља Твоја, да дође Царство Твоје“ - и да Бога назовемо 

Оцем својим.                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

(настављено на стр 5) 
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(настављено на стр 4) 
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Hi everyone,  

As I head into the last six months of a two-year tenure as President of Holy Trinity, my efforts will be directed at two 

very important aspects of our church: our Sunday School, and a plan for our children once they have completed Sunday 

School. As a church community I don’t think that we can put enough time, thought, effort and money into these two 

facets. 

Our Sunday School had a good year as we started with well over 30 children enrolled. Unfortunately, shortly after our 

Sveti Sava celebration attendance started to decline somewhat and we finished with a weekly attendance in the mid-

twenties.  A good first step, but as a community our goal for next year should be to start with thirty and finish with forty! 

Parents, grandparents, and Kumovi, please, embrace our program and champion our cause. We need everyone’s help. 

Truth be known, we have never had a concrete strategy at Holy Trinity for our Sunday School graduates. As a result, we 

must face fact that many of them simply “fall off the grid” once they leave Sunday School. We must create a blueprint 

that will see our children through every part of their spiritual lives, so that church life becomes a high priority in their 

daily living. Our goal should be to show them that our church is their “anchor”; one that will be their lifeline as they 

grow. 

I have asked for the formation of a “Youth Retention” committee to develop an age specific plan for those fourteen to 

eighteen, nineteen to twenty-two, and twenty-three to thirty. We want our kids to feel comfortable here.  We want 

them to have a voice in discussing anything from theology to world issues. We want them to know that we respect and 

value their opinions. Nik Chkautovich has agreed to chair this committee which has met once in recent weeks. I will keep 

you apprised of new developments as we continue forward. 

Sadly, we lost two of our parishioners in June. Former President of our Kolo Sestara and Executive President of Holy 

Trinity, Katherine Henz, and long-time financial secretary and board member, Jim Foley. Thank you both for your service 

to our Church. Vječnaja Pamjat – Memory Eternal. 

PLEASE sign up to help with Serb Fest! An additional Email has been sent out for sign-up. If you don’t have an email ad-

dress, please call David Lekich or Father Ljubomir.  We need all hands-on deck! Don’t let this 25-year tradition die! Vol-

unteer today! 

Have a happy and safe Fourth of July! 

In Christ, 

Petar Buha 

Executive President 

J U L Y  2 0 2 2  

    Memory Eternal! 

Give rest, O Lord, to the souls of Thy servants who have fallen asleep 

 + Katherine Henz    + James Foley 
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COFFEE HOUR:   We will try to continue with coffee hour during the summer.  If you interested, there is a sheet in the 

hallway by the kitchen to sign up.  Many thanks to the following for last month; 6/5 Nada Buha; Duhovi celebration with 

our Bishop Longin; 6/19 Luida Savina & friends; 6/26 6 month meeting thanks Dave & Mel for frying fish & French fries.   

FOCUS:  Focus still needs our support, thanks so much for those of you who have continued to bring grocery items for 

the food bank.  Clothing is always good as well.   

THANKS:  Hvala to Milos Vranic, Vinko Matic, Goran Mitrovic and Boro Maletic who each donated $100 towards the 

bar televisions. In addition, thank you Nicholas Wade for sponsoring this month’s bulletin.  Let Fr. Ljubomir know if you 

would be interested in sponsoring. 

ALTAR NEEDS:  Fr. is in need of incense; it is $20 per #; let him know if you can help out.  Thanks to to Maria Karich & 

Georgia Prstojevich for purchasing icons.   

SERBFEST:  Yes, its only 5 weeks away.  We need volunteers, cookies, etc., please let Dave or Father know if you can 

help & let Melanie know about baking.  Big thank you to the following for purchasing some Serbfest items:  Nik Chkau-

tovich souvenier cups, Miles Foster all the slivo, Dr. Srdjan Ilic 2 cases Jelen, 5 pans sarma & monies toward other misc 

items & Predrag Vukadinovic for purcashing & preparing the sausage.  Mnoga Hvala!   

PATIENT INFO:  We have a new family coming in July 7; Viktor (5 yr. .old) & parents, Davor & Andjela Todorov.  They 

will be staying at the hotel for 5 days but it looks like they will continue during their stay as Ronald McDonald has no 

vacancies at this time!  We also have second family arriving on July 17; Mara (16 yrs old) parents, Nedejlko & Mirjana 

Haviza.  Of course, as always, you our parishioners have always come through with transportation, groceries, etc.  I’m 

sure we could use some help with two families so close together.  Donations are welcome to the Bishop Nikolaj Fund, if 

you would like to donate.    

 CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES:  We recognized our recent college graduates at our Duhovi banquet. Each received 

an icon blessed by Bishop Longin and a cash gift from our Kolo Sestara. Noah Martin graduated from the University of 

Indianapolis with a Bachelor of Science degree in Exercise Science , Lilijana Puhar graduated from University of Kansas, 

Lawrence with a with a Bachelors in Social Welfare , Aleksandra Beric graduated from the University of Missouri– Co-

lumbia with a PhD in Plant Sciences, Radomir Ostojic graduated from the University of Santa Cruz with a Bachelors of 

Legal Studies and recently graduated with a Masters from the University of Missouri Columbia with a Masters of Busi-

ness, Anya Loban graduated from Southern Illinois University Edwardsville with Bachelors of Science in Speech Patholo-

gy / Audiology. 

DUHOVI:  We were blessed to have Bishop Longin serve Divine Litur-

gy with Fr. Ljubomir for our Church Slava.   Much thanks to our 

Kumovi this year, Chad and Aleksandra Rushing and their children 

Branko and Novak. It was a very special weekend for the Rushing/

Ostojic family with also having their son Novak baptized. They have 

selected Boro and Snezana Maletic as our new Kumovi. May God 

grant them many years!  Thank you to all who cleaned the hall and 

prepared the delicious Slava lunch!  
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Holy Trinity Serbian Orthodox Church 

        Српска Православна Црква Свете Тројице  

2022 Calendar/Календар 

July-Јули  

      Saturday 

2 

4.30 p.m.  Vespers 

                 Вечерње 

       Sunday 

3 

10:00 a.m.   Divine Liturgy 

                     Света Литургија 

Wednesday 

6 

5:00  p.m.    Vespers 

                    Вечерње 

     Thursday 

7 

10:00 a.m.   Divine Liturgy - Birth of St. John the Baptist 

                     Света Литургија -  Рођење Светог Јована Крститеља 

Saturday 

9 

4.30 p.m.   Vespers 

                 Вечерње 

Sunday 

10 

10:00 a.m.   Divine Liturgy 

                     Света Литургија 

      Monday 

            11 

5:00  p.m.    Vespers 

                    Вечерње 

       Tuesday 

12 

10:00 a.m.      Divine Liturgy -   Holy Apostles Peter and Paul 

                      Света Литургуија –  Петровдан 

Saturday 

16 

 4.30 p.m.   Vespers 

                 Вечерње 

Sunday 

17 

 10:00 a.m.   Divine Liturgy 

                     Света Литургија 

Saturday 

23 

  4.30 p.m.   Vespers 

                 Вечерње 

Sunday 

24 

 10:00 a.m.   Divine Liturgy 

                     Света Литургија 

Saturday 

30 

4.30 p.m.   Vespers 

                 Вечерње 

Sunday 

31 

10:00 a.m.   Divine Liturgy 

                     Света Литургија 


